
Randy Leffingwell, author of 15  
books, and former photographer for 
the Los Angeles Times, came to 
Froelich in the fall of 2003 to gather 
information.  
 
He also took  pictures of the half-scale 
model of the Froelich Tractor made by 
the late George Erbe and his son-in-
law Jim Lette.  His  reason — to use 
the material in a  book about the his-
tory of the John Deere tractor.  
 
It would be called  “John Deere, a 
history of the tractor.”    We are now 
pleased to announce that the book is in 
print.   
 
You can buy a copy at  major book-
stores across the country and over the 
Internet from online bookstores  such 
as Amazon.com or barnesandno-
ble.com.  
 
Randy’s book is a 384  page detailed 
history of the John Deere tractor. In 
Chapter  4 he explains how  John 
Froelich’s company, the Water loo 
Gasoline Traction Engine Company, 
was reorganized into the Water loo 

Gasoline Engine Company, which 
John Deere bought out in 1918.  
 
The Froelich tractor  was the first 
successful gasoline-powered trac-
tor  which could be dr iven back-
wards and forwards. Invented in 
1892 in Froelich, it became the 
forerunner  of the John Deere trac-
tor . 
 
Included in the book are pictures of 
the Erbe  scale model — all in color. 
 

George Erbe of Monona and his son-
in-law Jim Leete built the scale 
model in 1992 according to the origi-
nal blueprints. The Erbe model is on 
display in the tractor room of Burlin-
games General Store.  
 
Thanks to Randy’s new book,  more 
people will learn that tractor history 
was made right here in northeast 
Iowa.  
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New book— John Deere,  A history of the tractor 

by Randy Leffingwell 
Includes Froelich tractor story and Erbe scale model  
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The annual meeting for  
Froelich Foundation mem-
bers will be held Sunday, 
March 6th at 2:30 at 
Maggie’s Diner  on Hwy 
18 near McGregor. We are 
encouraging members to 
enjoy brunch at Maggie’s 

Sunday Breakfast Buffet 
from 12:00 until 1:00 for 
$6.95 plus tax. Some items 
on the buffet include: scram-
bled eggs, French toast, pan-
cakes, sausage, potatoes, 
fruit, muffins and dessert.    

The annual meeting will take 

place at 2:30.  

Be sure to thank Heidi and 
her husband for again host-
ing our annual meeting this 
year. We really appreciate 
their support!   

Got questions? 
Call us at: 
563-536-2841 
E-mail us at: 
Froelichtractor@netins.net  

The windmill —  
A landmark in  
Froelich, Iowa   
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Vid Pro Quo Productions, the 
same company which produced 
the Grand Excursion video last 
year. The producer is Chad Busta 
of La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

The cable television channel 
RFDtv has agreed to air our video 
when it is completed on their pro-
gram Tractors. 

Chad will narrate the script, edit, 
add graphics, insert photos from 
our archives and put it all on Beta, 
CD and VHS cassette.  

The video will be for done in June 
and available for re-sale. Al-
though we haven’ t determined the 
cost, it will be reasonable.   

The Froelich Foundation applied 
for a Challenge Grant from the 
Clayton County Farm Bureau last 
week. It will help fund our newest 
project — to have a professional 
video made about the history of 
the Froelich tractor.  

It will be approximately an hour 
in length and will be produced by  

If you haven’ t looked at our website 
recently,  we invite to check it out 
again. You can find us on the web at 
www.froelichtractor .com .  

Rich Kelly of Kelly Kreations did a 
great job creating the site for us and 
updates it for us regularly.     

It has information on  our historic 
tractor and the village of Froelich. 
The five pages include:   

·  Homepage 

·  Froelich Tractor   

·  Village 

·  Contact Us 

·  Join Us 

Visitors to the website can read about 
our historic tractor, which was in-
vented in 1892 by John Froelich  and 
see pictures  of our scale model made 
by George Erbe and Jim Leete.    

The website will show visitors some 
of the buildings we have here.  

There’s much to see:  

·  1891 General Store 

·  1866 Rural School 

·  Blacksmith shop 

·  Railroad depot  

·  Covered bridge  

·  1920s shipping ware-
house 

·  1939 monument dedicated to 
John Froelich and his 1892 
Froelich tractor    

The creation of our website is help-
ing us give the Froelich Foundation 
the exposure we need.  

Invite others to join the Froelich 
Foundation. Tell them about our 
website where they can print out a   
membership registration form and 
mail it to us, along with their annual 
dues. We are a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the preservation of  
the agricultural history that was 
made right here in NE Iowa. Please 
help us to get the word out!   

We open for the 2005 season the 
end of May on Memorial Day. 
There’s so much to do before then 
to get ready.  

After that, if you can help mind 
the store for a few hours or even a 
whole day (from 11 to 5) that 
would help, too. There’s so much 

Be a “Friend of Froelich”  and 
help us out when you can this 
year. Ladies, if you can help 
with spring cleaning that 
would be great! Our school 
groups come in April every 
year so we have to spruce up 
the place before the kids 
come.  

to be done that the curator could slip 
away for a while upstairs to get some 
things done in the office.  

Guys, we can always use you. Just 
stop in and ask if you can lend us a 
hand.  
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After being put together they will be sent to the 
printer, most likely in the early part of March. 
By May 1st they should be completed and 
ready for distribution. 

Darla Kelchen, the Tourism Director for the 
Clayton County Development Group, will help 
distribute the brochures to tourism offices 
within the Midwest.  

Nina Taylor, CHC Chair, states “We envision 
this project becoming a tool that visitors will 
enjoy when planning a one-day visit to Clayton 
County.   

The new brochure will draw tourists who are 
interested in agricultural history.  All three sites 
will benefit. Thank you, CHC, for approving 
our grant request! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dues will now be payable each  
year on July 1st. We will remind 
you in the next newsletter to send 
them in.  

To remain on the mailing list for 
the newsletter you need to have 
your dues current.  

�On July 1st, 2004 the annual dues 
for Froelich Foundation members 
increased to the following:  

 Single  $10 

 Family  $20 

 L ifetime $200 

Please note that this issue will not 
be e-mailed to those who wanted to 
receive it that way, but sent through 
the mail instead. I’m working out 
of my home office for the winter 
months and I can’ t send out large 
files like this through my e-mail 
account.   

Would you like to be a director of the Froelich Foundation 
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Dues! Not due until July!  

Nominations for the vacant seat will 
be taken from the 
floor at the annual 
meeting also.    

Current members of 
the board are Paul 
Connor (President), 
Frank McMillin, 
(Vice President), Ken 

David (Treasurer), Larry Cox, 
Gary Moritz, Jack Lupkes and 
John Schilling.  

So far we have two names on the 
ballot: Ivan Meisner who was on 
the board in previous years and 
Diane Malcom, a new Froelich 
Foundation member who is a  
school guidance counselor.   

It’s time to think about electing a 
new board member to replace Ken 
David, whose term expires at the 
annual meeting at 2:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 6th at Maggie©s 
Diner.  

Contact a present board member 
to have your name added to the 
ballot or call Mary Jane at 563-
933-6062 (H).  
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The Froelich Foundation received a letter from the 
Country Heritage Community  (CHC) Board of Di-
rectors stating that Silos and Smokestacks National 
Heritage  Area has awarded our grant request to fund 
our co-marketing brochure project.  

The project entails developing a large colorful bro-
chure that will market the Froelich Foundation, the 
Plagman Barn Association and George Maier’s Rural 
Heritage Center.   

These sites were chosen to do this pilot co- marketing 
project because of the common theme of the tourist 
attractions — agriculture. 

The timeline for this 2005 project ensures that the 
new brochures will be available for this year’s tourist 
season. Each entity must provide information for 
their section of the brochure by February 14th.   



FROEL I CH  FOUNDAT I ON  
24397 Froelich Road 
McGregor, IA. 52157 

we will begin in 2005 is our building 
project. We will write a grant proposal to 
the John Deere Foundation for a grant to 
put up a building in Froelich on the hill-
side near Hwy 18 and 52.  

 The purpose of the building will 
be to display the George Erbe half-scale 
model of the  Froelich tractor as well as 
all our tractor-related artifacts and 
memorabilia. 

 Right now these things are in 
the back room of Burlingame©s General 
Store museum. They need to be in a 
separate building so when people drive 
into Froelich they can go to one building 
and see our tractor history all in one 
place.  

 We would like your input. What 
kind of building do you suggest? A big 
old fashioned red dairy barn with a hip 
roof? We could build it into the hill, use 

Dear Friends of Froelich, 

 This year will be an exciting 
one at the Froelich Foundation. The 
video project will be completed. This  
new marketing tool will enable us to get 
the story of the Froelich tractor spread 
far and wide. It will be sent to television 
stations and available for anyone who 
wants one. It can be used to educate 
school children, tractor enthusiasts, John 
Deere history buffs and everyone about 
how agricultural history was made right 
here in Clayton County in NE Iowa.   

 Our new brochure with fellow 
agricultural sites the Plagman Barn As-
sociation and the George Maier Rural 
Heritage Museum will draw more people 
from one museum to the other. We will 
be helping each other promote our com-
mon agricultural theme.  

 Another very exciting project 

the lower floor to display antique tractors 
and farm equipment. Do you want an 
information center with displays that can 
be seen without anyone being there plus 
brochures and other information. Yes, 
and have restrooms. We also have access 
to us the timbers from a Quaker-style 
barn we could use for a 40’  x 40’  build-
ing. 

 Come to the annual meeting 
and let your views be known. We need 
to start thinking about concrete plans for 
this building so we can talk to contrac-
tors, get estimates and make steps to put 
together a grant proposal this year. It all 
takes time and we want to make the most 
of it.  

Sincerely, 
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